
ORGANIZATION ADVISOR NOMINATION 

 

Award:  WIU Office of Student Activities “Advisor of the Year”  

Nominee:  Dr. Mary Jensen, Advisor, Council for Exceptional Children 

Nominator:  Michele Mussatto, Office Manager, Curriculum & Instruction Department 

 

Dear Selection Committee: 

 

I enthusiastically beg your consideration of Dr. Mary Jensen as Advisor of the Year.  I have worked 

closely with Dr. Jensen over the last two years and am beyond impressed by the dedication, hard work, 

extra hours and heartfelt efforts she devotes to her Council for Exception Children members and to all of 

her students as well. 

 

My office is right outside of Dr. Jensen’s, so I get to witness close up the love and respect that she and her 

students demonstrate for each other.  Their admiration for her is a joy to see, and her willingness to go 

above and beyond for her students, for the CEC, and for the Curriculum and Instruction Department is a 

personal inspiration to me.   

 

Dr. Jensen’s dedication goes far beyond just supporting her students’ and CEC members’ academic 

careers.  She has shown me several letters that she has written for her students to nominate them for 

awards, internships and jobs, on which she has obviously spent hours of thoughtful reflection.  Not only 

does she write comprehensive, well-crafted letters, but she also includes photographs, links to more 

information, and DVD’s with videos and additional photos and files that documents the students’ 

accomplishments.   

 

Dr. Jensen also goes above and beyond in supporting the Council for Exceptional Children in making it 

an organization that her members are proud to be a part of, and that exposes them to different learning 

experiences, volunteer opportunities, and leadership opportunities that they can put on their resumes.  She 

involves the CEC in department and university activities whenever possible, and creates new 

opportunities for involvement as well.  One of her more noted successes is the new WIU Assistive 

Technology Conference which the CEC sponsors and coordinates.  This conference has been well 

attended and lauded by participants and sponsors for two years now.  Dr. Jensen always makes sure her 

CEC members are instrumental in the success of department events as well, such as our yearly Open 

House and Education Day, and encourages participation with other department student organizations such 

as the WIU Student Education Association’s yearly conference.  She also has the CEC sponsor 

workshops and speakers such as this year’s Autism Workshops featuring Lori Evans from the West 

Central Illinois Special Education Cooperative, and coordinates a field trips for CEC members to visit 

organizations offering exceptional services to individuals with disabilities such as their trip to visit the 

Hope Institute in Springfield, IL.  Last year Dr. Jensen was able to get Stevie Hopkins, founder and 

inspiration speaker of 3E Love, to give a presentation to the entire university in the University Union 

Grand Ballroom on how he became successful despite his disabilities.   

 

Due to Dr. Jensen’s commitment to service and fundraising, the CEC raises thousands of dollars each 

year for donating to worthy causes.  The CEC twice a year holds Scholastic Book Fairs to raise funds to 

purchase books for the WIU Infant/Preschool Center and the Too Little Children Foundation for students 

in Kenya who have lost their parents to AIDS.  The CEC also holds an annual t-shirt sale with proceeds 

going to the 3E Love Foundation supporting individuals with disabilities.  And the CEC is always 



involved with volunteer efforts, such as their most recent Holiday Card Decorating event, where Dr. 

Jensen had members assist adults with disabilities to create holiday cards to send to friends and family. 

 

Dr. Jensen does a great deal to promote the CEC and their activities, including maintaining their Purple 

Post website; keeping their bulletin board attractive, eye-catching and up to date with their latest 

activities; creating posters; and by making sure CEC events are advertised on the department website and 

on our social media platforms.  And each year Dr. Jensen nominates the CEC as the Office of Student 

Activities’ Outstanding Small Organization of the Year, which it has won three years in a row!  And she 

also nominates her CEC member leaders for awards, and this year the CEC Student President Cari 

Sheppard won the Outstanding First Year Involvement award. 

 

Dr. Jensen is an award winner herself.  In 2014 she received the College of Education and Human 

Services Excellence in Teaching Award for her outstanding advisor accomplishments with the CEC as 

well as her volunteer work and commitment to mentoring students.  She was also honored with the 

COEHS Tech Fest Educational Technology Award/Faculty Award in 2011, and the WIU HOPE 

(Honoring Our Professors of Excellence) Award in both 2010 and 2009.  She was recipient of the 

Provost's Award for Teaching with Technology in 2009, and is a two-time recipient of the Teacher of the 

Year Award (1995 and 2006) from the COEHS at WIU.  She has also received a Golden Apple Award 

from the WIU Student Alumni, a Most Inspiring Teacher Award from the Student Education Association, 

an Outstanding Faculty Mentor Award, and two Faculty Excellence Awards.  Also, Dr. Jensen volunteers 

several hours a week at the Spoon River College Adult Education Center to assist students in passing the 

G.E.D. exams and inspiring them to become college students one day. 

 

Most impressive of all to me is Dr. Jensen’s love and pride for her student leaders.  She is as dedicated to 

them as she would be to her own children, and is always there for them with advice and a caring ear, with 

a strong shoulder for weary heads and teary eyes, with healthy snacks for tired brains, and with 

celebratory hugs for accomplishments and encouragement.  She sheds tears of pride and joy at every 

single awards ceremony when her students are honored.   

 

WIU and the Curriculum and Instruction Department are very lucky to have Dr. Jensen’s hard work, 

dedication and compassion for our students and for Western Illinois University.  WIU and Macomb are a 

better place because of her. 

 

Thank you for considering Dr. Mary Jensen as Advisor of the Year. 

 

Michele Mussatto 

 


